[H] R. Hananiah in the name of R. Yohanan: “They permitted 
completing the work because of the need to begin it. For if you say 
to him that he may not rebuild it, he will not even tear it down, and 
it will turn out that people will be at risk.” 


1:5 


[A] R. Meir says, “They examine negas [the skin ailments described at 
Lev. 13-14] [to begin with] to provide a lenient ruling, but not to 
provide a strict ruling.” 


[B] And sages say, “Neither to provide a lenient ruling nor to provide a 
strict ruling” 


[C] And further did R. Meir say, “A man may go out and gather the 
bones of his father and his mother, 


[D] “because it is a time of rejoicing for him.” 
[E] R. Yosé says, “It is a time of mourning for him.” 
[F] A person may not call for mourning for his deceased, 
[G] or make a lamentation for him thirty days before a festival. 
[I:1 A] There we have learned: A bright spot the size of a split bean — 


[B] and it spread to the extent of a split bean — 

[C] and there appeared in the spreading quick flesh or white hair — 
[D] but the primary sign disappeared — 

[E] R. Aqiba declares unclean. 


[F] And sages say, “Let it be inspected anew” [M. Neg. 4:10]. [A bright 
spot of requisite size has spread to the extent of a split bean. The 
spreading then develops quick flesh or white hair. But the primary sign 
has disappeared. Aqiba declares the man unclean because he regards 
the two signs as joined together. The spreading takes the place of the 
original sign. We have, therefore, sufficient evidence of uncleanness. 
The sages’ position is that we have a new sign, for the first spot has 
disappeared. ] 


[G] Lo, R. Aqiba declares [the man] unclean and certifies his uncleanness, 
while rabbis says, “Let it be inspected anew”; they too [are prepared 
to] certify [that he is unclean, if the inspection warrants it when the 
inspection takes place a week later]. 


[H] What is the difference, then, between the two positions just now 
outlined? 


